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David C. Berliner is Regents’ Professor of Education, Emeritus, at Arizona State University. He has taught at 

the Universities of Arizona and Massachusetts, Teachers College and Stanford University, and at universities in 

Canada, Australia, The Netherlands, Denmark, Spain, and Switzerland. He is a member of the National 

Academy of Education, the International Academy of Education, and a past president of both the American 

Educational Research Association (AERA) and the Division of Educational Psychology of the American 

Psychological Association (APA).  He is a Fellow of AERA and of the National Education Policy Center. 
He has won numerous awards for his work on behalf of the education profession and authored or co-authored 

over 400 articles, chapters and books. Among his best-known works are the six editions of the text Educational 

Psychology, co-authored with N. L. Gage; The Manufactured Crisis, co-authored with B. J. Biddle; Collateral 

Damage: How High-stakes Testing Corrupts American Education, co-authored with Sharon Nichols; and 50 

Myths and Lies That Threaten America’s Public Schools, co-authored with Gene V Glass. His interests include 

the study of teaching, teacher education, and educational policy.  
 

 

Confronting Educational Myths and Lies:  
The Trump Edition 

 

The general public, President Trump, and Secretary of Education DeVos hold many 

unsupportable views about education. In this presentation, I will explore some of these views, 

including misunderstandings about the alleged STEM crisis; the status of the USA in 

international competitions; and the effects of teachers on standardized tests of achievement. I 

will also address the role that family income and housing policies play in educational outcomes; 

domestic school spending, and the effects of school funding on educational outcomes. Lastly, I 

turn to the effectiveness of private, voucher, and virtual schools and the safety of children in our 

public schools.   
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