
  CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

1.  Personal Information. 
 
Name:  S. Robert Ramsey 
 
Department:  East Asian Languages and Cultures 
 
Current Rank:  Professor (appointed August 17, 1988) 
 
Last degree earned:  Ph.D. in linguistics, Yale University, May 1975. 
 
Education:   1969-75 Yale University:  M.A. (1972), M.Phil. (1972), Ph.D. (1975) 
 
  1972-74 Fulbright-Hays Fellow, Seoul National University 
 
  1970  Middlebury College Summer Language School (advanced 

Japanese). 
 
  1968-69  Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan 
 
  1968  Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea 
 
  1964-65 Exchange student, Hannoversche Technische Hochschule, 

Hanover, Germany 
 
  1966  Georgia Institute of Technology: B.C.E. 
 
 
Employment  
background: 2009-2015 Chair, Department of East Asian Languages & Cultures 
 
  2005-08 Director, Center for East Asian Studies 
 
  1998-09 Chair, Department of Asian and East European  
    Languages and Cultures  
 
  1996-98  Acting Chair, Department of Asian and East European 
    Languages and Cultures 
 
  1988-  Professor of Japanese and East Asian Linguistics, 

University of Maryland 
 
  1985-86  Acting Chair, Department of Hebrew and East Asian 

Languages and Literatures, University of Maryland 
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  1984-88 Associate Professor of Japanese Language and Linguistics, 
University of Maryland 

 
 
  1975-84 Assistant Professor of East Asian Linguistics, Department 

of East Asian Languages and Cultures, Columbia 
University 

 
  1983-84 Visiting Lecturer in Chinese, University of Pennsylvania 
 
  1974-75 Teaching Assistant in Chinese, Yale University 
 
  1971  Linguist and language tester in Chinese, Japanese, and 

Korean, Foreign Service Institute, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C.  Summer 

 
  1966-68    Officer, U.S. Army, Ordnance Corps 
 
 

2.  Research, Scholarly, and Creative Activities. 
 
Books 
 
1978  Accent and Morphology in Korean Dialects.  Tower Press (Seoul). 
 
1987  The Languages of China.  Princeton University Press (Princeton, 

N.J.).  Revised paperback edition: 1989.  
 
1990  Chūgoku no shogengo (Japanese translation of Ramsey 1987).  Taishūkan 

Shoten (Tokyo). 
 
2000  (with Iksop Lee) The Korean Language. State University of New York 

Press (Albany) 
 
2004  (ed.) Special Issue in Honor of Samuel E. Martin, Japanese Language and 

Literature (38.2) 
 
2011  (with Ki-Moon Lee) A History of the Korean Language.  Cambridge 

University Press (Cambridge and New York) 
 
Chapters in books 
 
1976  “The historical development of Korean accent studies,” Genetic 

Relationship, Diffusion, and Typological Similarities of East & Southeast 
Asian Languages.  The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(Tokyo), pp. 290-314. 
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1977  “Velar lenition in Korean,” Festschrift Commemorating the Seventieth 

Birthday of Doctor Lee Sung Nyong. Uryu Press (Seoul), pp. 125-32. 
 
1978  “S-clusters and reinforced consonants,” Papers in Korean Linguistics, 

Chin-W. Kim, ed., Hornbeam Press (Columbia, S.C.), pp. 59-66. 
 
1980  “How we can recover the earliest Korean sound system,” Papers of the 

First International Conference on Korean Studies, The Academy of 
Korean Studies (Seoul). 

 
1981  “The teaching of Korean in America today,” New Priorities for the 

Teaching and Learning of East Asian Languages, The Wilson Center 
(Washington, D.C.), pp. 26-34. 

 
1984  “Korean kitchens,” Festschrift Commemorating the Sixtieth Birthday of 

Dr. Yu Changkyun, Kyemyong University Press (Taegu, Korea). 
 
1990  “Nihongo oyobi Chōsengo ni okeru akusento no kigen,” Nihongo no keisei, 

Sakiyama Osamu, ed., Sanseido (Tokyo), pp. 218-27. 
 
1991  “The Polysemy of the term kokugo,” Schriftfestschrift: Essays on Writing 

and Language in Honor of John DeFrancis on His Eightieth Birthday, 
edited by Victor H. Mair, Sino-Platonic Papers, Number 27 (August 31, 
1991), pp. 37-47. 

 
1991    “Proto-Korean and the origin of Korean accent,”  Studies in the Historical 

Phonology of Asian Languages, Michael J. Shapiro and William J. Boltz, 
eds. (Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1991), E.F. Konrad 
Koerner’s “Current Issues in Linguistic Theory” series, No. 77, pp. 215-38. 

 
1992  “The Korean Alphabet,” King Sejong the Great: The Light of Fifteenth 

Century Korea, edited by Young-Key Kim-Renaud, International Circle of 
Korean Linguistics, pp. 41-50. 

 
1993  “A preliminary report on Sakhalin Korean,” Ethnic Minorities in Sakhalin, 

Kyōko Murasaki, ed., Japanese Ministry of Education, pp. 49-64. 
 
1996  “Some preliminaries to reconstructing liquids in earlier Korean,” 

Festschrift for Professor Lee Ki-Moon, Shingu Publishing Company 
(Seoul), pp. 1062-1075. 

 
1997  “The invention of the Korean alphabet and the history of the Korean 

language,” The Korean Alphabet: Its History and Structure, edited by 
Young-Key Kim-Renaud, University of Hawaii Press (Honolulu), pp. 131-
43. 
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1997  “Writing among the minority peoples of China,” Asia che-minjok ǔi 

muncha, edited by Nam P’unghyŏn, T’aehak-sa (Seoul), pp. 411-34. 
 
1999  “The invention and use of the Korean alphabet,” to appear. 
 
1999  “Korean in contact with Japanese,” to appear. 
 
1999  “Comments on ‘The Classification of Japanese Accent Systems’ by 

Uwano Zendō,” Cross-Linguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena: 
Tonogenesis, Typology, and Related Topics (Shigeki  Kaji, ed.). ILCAA 
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (Tokyo), pp. 179-83. 

 
2001  “Tonogenesis in Korean.” Cross-Linguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena 

(Shigeki  Kaji, ed.). ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (Tokyo), 
pp. 3-17. 

 
2002  “Some remarks on l in Korean,”Pathways into Korean Language and 

Culture,” Pagijong Press (Seoul), pp. 347-56. 
 
2002  “The languages of China,” China Off Center: Mapping the Margins of the 

Middle Kingdom, Susan D. Blum and Lionel M. Jensen, eds. University of 
Hawai’i Press (Honolulu), pp. 45-64.   

 
2005  “Remarks on the functions of Sino-Korean accents,” Cross-Linguistic 

Studies of Tonal Phenomena: Historical Development, Tone-Syntax 
Interface, and Descriptive Studies (Shigeki Kaji, ed.). ILCAA, Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies (Tokyo), pp. 73-79. 

 
 
2006  “The invention and use of the Korean Alphabet,” Korean Language in 

Culture and Society (Ho-Min Sohn, ed.).  University of Hawaii Press 
(Honolulu), pp. 22-30. 

 
2006  “Korean in contact with Japanese,” Korean Language in Culture and 

Society (Ho-Min Sohn, ed.).  University of Hawaii Press (Honolulu), pp. 
57-64. 

 
2010  “What Constitutes Linguistic History in East Asia?” Contemporary 

Korean Linguistics: International Perspectives  
 
2012  “Etymologies and Uncooperative Facts”, Sohn Ho-min’s Festschrift 

2012 “Loanwords: Korean borrowings from Chinese”, article in the 
forthcoming Encyclopaedia of Chinese Studies 
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2013  “Etymologies and uncooperative facts,” Studies in Korean Language and 
Linguistics, edited by Sung-Ock Sohn, Sungdai Cho & Seok-Hoon You, 
Korean University Press, pp. 178-184.  

 
2018 “The Role of Internal Reconstruction in Comparing the Accent Systems of 

Korean Dialects,” Studies in Japanese and Korean Historical and 
Theoretical Linguistics and Beyond (William McClure and Alexander 
Vovin, eds.). Brill (Leiden), pp. 66-75. 

 
2019 Foreword to Language Ideology and Order in Rising China, Minglang 

Zhou, Palgrave MacMillan (Singapore), pp. vii-x.   
 
 
Journal Articles  
 
1972  (with J. Marshall Unger) “Evidence for a consonant shift in seventh-

century Japanese,” Papers in Japanese Linguistics 1:2, pp. 278-95. 
 
1974  “Hamgyŏng kwa Kyŏngsang yang-pangŏn ǔi aeksent’ǔ yŏn’gu,” Journal 

of Korean Linguistics 2, pp. 105-32. 
 
1975  “Middle Korean W-, z-, and t/l- verb stems,” Language Research 11:1, 

pp. 59-67. 
 
1978  “Are the Korean and Japanese languages related?  The current state of 

theorizing,” Korean Studies Forum 4, pp. 23-33. 
 
1978  “Han’gǔl ui ususŏng,” Korean Culture 1:3/4, pp. 69-72. 
 

“Sŏngjo ŏnŏ wa ǔmjo aeksent’ǔ ŏnŏ,” Korean Culture 1:3/4, pp. 28-32. 
 
1979  “The Old Kyoto dialect and the historical development of Japanese 

accent,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 39:1, pp. 157-75. 
 

“Kankoku-go akusento gaisetsu,” Journal of Chinese Philology of Kyoto 
University 9, pp. 14-33. 

 
“Ilbon-ŏ ǔi aeksent’ǔ,” Language Research 15:2. 

 
1980  “Nihongo no akusento no rekishi-teki henka,” Gengo 9:2, pp. 64-76. 
 
1982  “Language change in Japan and the odyssey of a teisetsu,” Journal of 

Japanese Studies 8:1 (winter), pp. 97-131. 
 

(with Robert Austerlitz, et al.) “Report of the workshop conference on 
Korean Romanization,” Korean Studies 4, pp. 111-25. 
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“Writing Korean with Roman letters,” Korea Journal 22:8, pp. 29-34 

 
1986  “The inflecting stems of Proto-Korean,” Language Research 22:2, 

pp. 183-94 
 
1993  “Some remarks on reconstructing earlier Korean,” Language Research 

Volume 29, Number 4, pp. 433-42 
 
1996  “Children without a native language,” IAKLE Journal 
 
1997  “Korean Alphabet, World Alphabet,” IAKLE Journal 
 
2004  “The Japanese language and the making of tradition,” Japanese Language 

and Literature 38.1, pp.81-110   
 
2004  “Language policy in South Korea and the special case of Japanese,” 

Korean Linguistics, Volume 12 
 
2004  “Accent, liquids, and the search for a common origin for Korean and 

Japanese,” Journal of Japanese Language and Literature 38.2, pp. 339-50  
 
2010  “The Korean language in the world of the 21st century,” Scripta, Volume 

2, pp. 1-14 
 
 
Reviews 
 
1973  Review of Kugŏ-sa kaesŏl 1971 revised edition, by Lee Ki-Moon, Korea 

Journal 13:6, pp. 64-66 
 
1982  Review of Das Glossar Koryŏ-pangŏn im Kyerim-yusa 1976, by Werner 

Sasse, Journal of the American Oriental Society 
 
1983  Review of Geschichte der koreanischen Sprache 1978, by Ki-Moon Lee, 

Journal of the American Oriental Society 103:2, pp. 469-70 
 
1985  Review of The accent of Extended Word Structures in Tokyo Standard 

Japanese, by Yoshiko Higurashi, Journal of the Association of Teachers 
of Japanese 19:2, pp. 316-23 

 
1991  Review of Japanese: The Spoken Language, Parts I, II, III (1987, 1988, 

1990), by Eleanor Harz Jorden with Mari Noda, Modern Language 
Journal 75, pp.153-56  
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Other Articles and Notes 
 
1972  “Cues for manner distinctions in Korean stops,” ms. 
 

“Korean nominalization,” ms. 
 
1981  “The formation of kokugogaku,” ms. 
 
1984  “Annotated index of Middle Korean verbs,” ms. 
 
1990  “Kokugo and the Japanese people,” ms. 
 
1993  “The Japanese Language in Japan,” ms. 
 
 
 
Talks, Abstracts, and other Professional Papers Presented 
 
1974  Paper on Korean historical linguistics, annual meeting of the Association 

for Asian Studies. 
 
1976  Paper at the First Japan-U.S. Joint Seminar on East and Southeast Asian 

Linguistics, Fujinomiya, Shizuoka, Japan. 
 
1977  Papers at the Symposium on the Historical Relationships of Japanese and 

Korean, and at the Symposium on Korean Linguistics, both held at the 
1977 Linguistic Institute of the Linguistic Society of America, University 
of Hawaii. 

 
1979  Lectures (in Japanese) on Japanese historical linguistics, Tokyo Toritsu 

University and Kyoto Sangyo University. 
 
1979  Lectures (in Korean) on dialectology and Japanese linguistics, Seoul 

National University. 
1979  Lectures (in Japanese) on Japanese language studies in the United States, 

Osaka University. 
 
1979  Research paper given (in Japanese) on the history of Japanese accent, 

plenary session of the Japanese National Language Society (Kokugo 
Gakkai). 

 
1980  Guest lecture on Japanese linguistics, Cornell University. 
 
1981  Lecture on Korean language instruction in the United States, Wilson 

Center, Washington, D.C. 
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1982-84 Lectures on Chinese, Outreach Program, Columbia University. 
 
1982  Paper on the linguistic work of Yanagita Kunio, Workshop on Yanagita 

Kunio, Cornell University. 
 
1984  Paper on the Chinese language, Seminar on Traditional China, Columbia 

University. 
 
1985  Paper at the Symposium on the Genetic Relationships of the Korean 

Language, Seoul, Korea. 
 
1985  Lectures on reconstructing Proto-Korean, Seoul National University. 
 
1986  Lecture on the Korean people and the Korean language, National Press 

Club, Washington, D.C. 
 
1986  Lecture on the origins of the Korean language, Tuesday Luncheon Group, 

Library of Congress. 
 
1986  Guest lecture on Proto-Korean and its implications for comparative 

Japanese and Altaic, Asian Linguistics Colloquium, University of 
Washington, Seattle.  

 
1987  Paper (in Japanese) on the origins of Japanese at the Symposium on the 

Formation of the Japanese Language, National Museum of Ethnology, 
Osaka, Japan. 

 
1987  Paper: “Language and Minorities in China,” Collegiate Encounters, 

University of Maryland, November 17, 1987. 
 
1990  Lecture: “Nationalism and the development of modern Japanese,” 

University of Virginia, March 23. 
 
1990  Paper: “The origin of aspiration in Korean and other historical problems,” 

Association of Asian Studies annual meeting, Chicago, April 6.  
 
1990  Lecture: “Language as Culture in East Asia,” Smithsonian Institution, 

October 17. 
 
1991  Lecture: “What is the Japanese standard language?” Japanese Language 

Training Facility, OTE, U.S. Department of State.  December. 
 
1992  Lecture: “Reconstructing earlier Japanese accent,” George Mason 

Linguistics Club, April 24. 
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1992  Paper: “The invention of the Korean alphabet and the history of the 
Korean language,” the bi-annual meeting of the International Circle of 
Korean Linguistics, George Washington University, Aug. 8. 

 
1993  Paper: “Language standardization and Japanese tradition,” presented at the 

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures, Ohio State 
University, February 2. 

 
1993  Lecture: “Seoul taehakkyo wa na” (in Korean), presented at Seoul 

National University, August 2. 
 
1993  Paper: “Some remarks on reconstructing earlier Korean,” presented at 

Seoul National University, August 2. 
 
1993  Paper: “Children without a native language,” presented to the International 

Association of Korean Language Education, Yonsei University, Seoul, 
Korea, August 10. 

 
1995  Paper: “The Japanese Language and the Illusions of Tradition,” presented 

as the keynote address to the Nordic Association of Japanese and Korean 
Studies, Aarhus, Denmark, September 6. 

 
1995  Lecture: “Language in China from North to South,” Department of East 

Asian Studies, Aarhus University, Denmark, September 7. 
 
1995  Paper: “What's in a Name?”, presented at the Eleanor Jorden Festival in 

Portland, Oregon, October 27. 
 
1996  Keynote lecture: “Korean Alphabet, World Alphabet,” presented at the 

Paris International Conference on Hangul and Culture, UNESCO 
Headquarters, Paris, France, June 25. 

 
1996  Lecture on the invention of the Korean alphabet, Korean Information 

Service, Washington, D.C., July 1.   
 
1996  Paper: “Writing among the minority peoples of China,” presented at the 

First International Meeting on East Asian Writing, in Seoul, Korea, 
September 5. 

 
1997  Lecture: “Korean language and verbal communication,” presented at  
  training sessions for high school teachers and administrators in Baltimore  
  and in Fairfax.  
 
1998  Lecture: “Korean Language and Verbal Communication”.  Given for the 

Korean Information Center, Embassy of the Republic of Korea, at Fairfax 
VA (May 29). 
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1998  Keynote lecture: “The Syllable in Some Korean Prosodic Systems”.  

Given at the 11th Biennial Conference of the International Circle of 
Korean Linguistics, University of Hawaii at Manoa, July 6-9. 

 
1998  Keynote lecture [in Korean]: “Migugin i pon chae-Mi Hanin 2se-tul i 

katch’wŏya hal paramjik-han chŏngch’e-sŏng”.  Given at the annual 
meeting of the National Association for Korean Schools, Atlanta, August 
15. 

 
1998  Invited lecture: “Japan’s Linguistic Legacy in Korea”.  Given at the 

conference, “When Languages Collide: Sociocultural and Geopolitical 
Implications of Language Conflict and Language Coexistence”, Ohio 
State University, Columbus, Ohio, November 15. 

 
1998  “Accent in Japanese dialects”, presented at the International Symposium, 

Cross-Linguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena: Tonogenesis, Typology, 
and Related Topics, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, December 11. 

 
1998  “Korean syllable structure and reconstructing Korean accent”, presented at 

the Chōsengo Kenkyūkai, Tokyo, Japan, December 12. 
 
1999  “Japanese elements in the Korean language”, presented at Cornell 

University, April 23. 
 
1999  Talk on Korean language and society, presented to state of Maryland 

ESOL teachers, school administrators, counselors, and classroom teachers, 
Staff Development Training Center in Anne Arundel County, April 30. 

 
2000  Address at the Annual Meeting of the American Council of Learned 

Societies, Awarding of the 2000-2001 ACLS Fellowships, representing 
the Fellows, April 5. 

 
2000  “The Japanese language and the making of tradition”, presented at the 

Reischauer Center, Harvard University, September 22. 
 
2000  “Tonogenesis in Korean”, presented at the International Symposium of 

Cross-Linguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena, Tokyo University of 
Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan, December 12. 

 
2002  “Language policy in Korea and the special case of Japanese,” paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, 
Washington, D.C., April 5. 
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2004  “Chiyuki Itō and Sino-Korean accent,” presented at the International 
Symposium of Cross-Linguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena, Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, Japan, December 14.  

 
2008  “Some thoughts about Korean before Hangul,” paper presented at the 2nd 

International Conference on Korean Linguistics, Inchon Memorial Hall, 
Korea University, August 16, 2008. 

 
2008  “What constitutes linguistic history in East Asia?” paper presented at the 

Workshop on Writing Systems and Linguistic Structure, the 18th 

International Congress of Linguists, in Seoul, Korea, July 21, 2008.  
 
2009  “Internal reconstruction and the Kyoto accent system,” paper presented at 

The History & Reconstruction of Japanese Accent, CRLAO/INALCO, 
Centre de la Belle Gabrielle, Paris, France, September 3-4, 2009  

 
2010  Presentation on Korean Studies at UM, given at the Workshop on Korean 

Studies, Cosmos Club, Washington, DC, September 16, 2010 
 
2010  “The Korean Writing System in the World of the 21st Century,” lecture 

given at the Princeton Korean Lecture Series, Princeton, NJ, September 17, 
2010 

 
2011  Presentation at the Korea Foundation Assembly, June 
 
2013  Guest speaker at the Washington Association for Korean Schools 

Workshop/Conference at George Mason University, Saturday, September 
28th at 1-4 pm.: “Korea’s Gift to the People of the World”  

 
2013  Inaugural Lecture for the East-Asian Humanities Lecture Series at George 

Washington University, Friday, October 18, 2013, 3:30-5:00, p.m.: “The 
Languages of East Asia: What does it mean to be East Asian?”  

 
2014  Lecture for the Center for East Asian Studies, UMCP, Tuesday, November 

18: “The Meaning of East Asia”.  
 
2015  Lecture: “Research and findings about the history of the Korean 

language,” at the ceremony presenting me with the Ilsuk Medal and 
Award for Academic Achievement (‘일석국어학상’ 수상소감), the 
Linguistic Society of Korea, June 9, 2015 

 
2016 Paper: “The Role of Internal Reconstruction in Comparing the Accent 

Systems of Korean Dialects,” presented at the Symposium held at the 
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies in Tokyo, Japan, on July 1-2 to 
commemorate S. Robert Ramsey’s contributions to the study of Japanese 
and Korean accent and tone. 
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Fellowships, Prizes, and Awards 
 
1960-64 Co-op Work-Study Program, Georgia Institute of Technology 
 
1960-66 Dean’s List, Georgia Institute of Technology 
 
1964  Elected to Tau Beta Pi National Engineering Honor Society 
 
1972-74  Fulbright-Hays Fellow, Seoul University, researching Korean dialects and 

historical linguistics 
 
1976   Research award from the Japan Foundation Gift Advisory Committee, 

Columbia University 
 
1976  Social Science Research Council grant 
 
1977  Council for Research in the Humanities, Columbia University, research 

grant 
 
1978-79 Fulbright-Hays Fellow, Kyoto University, researching Japanese 

dialectology and historical linguistics 
 
1978-79 Research award from the Japan Foundation Gift Advisory Committee, 

Columbia University 
 
1979  Social Science Research Council grant 
 
1982   National Endowment for the Humanities, summer stipend 
 
1985-86 Graduate Research Board, University of Maryland, publication subsidy 
 
1985  Outstanding Achievement Award in the Thematic Map Category of the 

American Congress on Surveying and Mapping 
 
1987  Travel grant from the National Museum of Ethnography, Osaka, to attend 

a symposium on the linguistic affiliations of Japanese 
 
1988-89 Graduate Research Board, University of Maryland, semester research 

award 
 
1993  Outstanding Teacher Award, from the Korean Student Association and the 

Asian Student Union, University of Maryland 
 
1993  Travel and research grant from Korea Research Foundation   
 
1993  Research grant from Seoul National University 
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1994  Recognized as outstanding teacher by Center for Teaching Excellence 
 
1994  Nominated for Who’s Who in the East 
 
1995  Selected for Who’s Who in the World 
 
1995  Selected for Who’s Who in Education 
 
1996  Selected for listing in Men of Achievement, seventeenth edition 
 
1996  Korea Foundation Program Development Grant ($16,000) 
 
1997  Certification of Appreciation presented by the Hope Chinese School 
 
1998  Certification of Appreciation presented by the Hope Chinese School 
 
1998  Presidential Award and Medal for Contributions to Korean Language and 

Culture, presented by Kim Dae Jung, President of the Republic of Korea 
 
2000-01 Graduate Research Board, University of Maryland, semester research 

award 
 
2000-01 Korea Foundation research grant, $30,000 
 
2000-01  American Council of Learned Societies, $40,000 
 
2003  Who’s Who in America 
 
2004  Korea Foundation institutional grant, $175,000  
 
2008  Korea Foundation field research grant 
 
2010 Received the Tongsung Academic Prize (citation & $4,000 cash award) 

from the Tongsung Academic Foundation in Seoul, Korea, for 
distinguished scholarly achievements  

 
2013 On Hangul Day, October 9, 2013, in a public ceremony broadcast 

nationwide, Prime Minister Jung Hong-won, on behalf of Park Geun-hye, 
President of the Republic of Korea, presented Ramsey with the “Precious 
Crown Medal for Cultural Merit” (보관문화훈장), the highest level of 
cultural recognition given by the Korean government. 

 
2015 Recipient of the “Ilsuk Award for Academic Achievement” 

(일석국어학상), presented annually by the Ilsuk Foundation (一石學術
財團) for the most outstanding achievements in the field of Korean 
linguistics. The award was presented, together with a gold medal and a 
$20,000 cash prize, at a ceremony on June 9, 2015 in Seoul. [No other 
non-Korean scholar has ever received such an award.] 
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2015 On August 14, 2015, on the 70th Anniversary of Korea’s Independence, 

the Chosun Daily named Ramsey one of the country’s 70 “Hidden 
Heroes” because of his contributions to world knowledge of Korea and 
Korean culture. The article added “What Korea is today is because of you. 
Korea will never forget you. Thank you!”   

 
2016 A symposium was held at the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies on July 

1-2 in Ramsey’s honor to commemorate his contributions to the study of 
Japanese and Korean accent and tone. 

 
2017 A Festschrift Volume. Japanese and Korean Lexical Accent: Diachrony, 

Reconstruction and Typology. A Festschrift for Samuel Robert Ramsey. 
Published by the Journal of Asian and African Studies, Tokyo University 
of Foreign Studies. 

 
 

3.  Teaching. 
Courses taught at Columbia on: 
 
 The languages of East Asia 
 Chinese philology and linguistics 
 Japanese philology and linguistics 
 Korean linguistics 
 Phonetics 
 Field methods 
 Internal reconstruction 
 Dialectology 
 
Courses taught at the University of Pennsylvania on: 
 
 Chinese language 
 Chinese linguistics 
 
Courses taught at the University of Maryland: 
 
EALL 300.   The Languages of East Asia (3 credits) Enrollment: 50 
Japanese 101.  Elementary Japanese I (6 credits) Approx. enrollment: 100 
Japanese 102.  Elementary Japanese II (6 credits) Enrollment: 50-60 
Japanese 201.  Intermediate Spoken Japanese I (3 cred) Enrollment: 15-20 
Japanese 202.  Intermediate Written Japanese I (3 cred) Enrollment: 15-20 
Japanese 203.  Intermediate Spoken Japanese II (3 cred) Enrollment: 15-20 
Japanese 204.  Intermediate Written Japanese II (3 cred) Enrollment: 15-20 
Japanese 301.  Advanced Japanese I (3 cred) Enrollment: 10-15 
Japanese 302.  Advanced Japanese II (3 cred) Enrollment: 10-15 
Japanese 401.  Readings in Modern Japanese I (3 cred) Enrollment: 5-10 
Japanese 421.  Japanese Historical Linguistics (3 cred) Enrollment 20-25 
Japanese 422.  Introductory Japanese Linguistics (3 cred) Enrollment 20-25 
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Japanese 499.  Directed study in Japanese (3 cred) (linguistic and philological 
study)  Enrollment 1-2 

Korean 242.  Introduction to Korean Linguistics (3 cred) Enrollment 11 
Korean 399A. Korean Language and Linguistics (3 cred) Enrollment 14 
Korean 345. Korean Language and Linguistics (3 cred) Enrollment 9 
Linguistics 499.  Directed study in Linguistics (3 cred) (historical and philological study 

of East Asian languages) Enrollment 1 
 
4.  Service. 

 
Professional 
 
1970  Preparation of language testing materials, Educational Testing Service, 

Princeton, New Jersey 
 
1973-74 Guest Lecturer in Linguistics, USIS, Korea 
 
1977   Organized panel on the comparison of the Japanese and Korean languages, 

annual meeting of the Association of Asian Studies 
 
1978   Consultant to the New Jersey Department of Higher Education 
 
1977-82 Coordinator of the Chinese language program, Columbia University 
 
1980-81 Chair of the University Seminar on Korea, Columbia University 
 
1981-85 Member of the Joint Committee on Korean Studies of the Social Science 

Research Council and the American Council of Learned Societies 
 
1982   Scholar in Residence, Indiana University.  Lectures on Korean studies; 

conducted evaluation of the Chinese and Japanese language programs at 
that university 

 
1983   Member of Committee to Evaluate Chinese Language Instruction at 

Hunter College of the City University of New York 
 
1983-85 Member of the Executive Committee of the Association of Teachers of 

Japanese 
 
1983-87 Member of the Executive Committee of the International Circle of Korean 

Linguistics 
 
1984   Discussant at panel on Chinese language reform, annual meeting of the 

Association for Asian Studies 
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1987   Panel moderator at the Symposium on the Formation of the Japanese 
Language, National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan 

 
1988   Member of review panel for the Graduate School, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture   
 
1988   “Special Guest” of the Third Annual Symposium on Language Teaching, 

East Asian Summer Language Institute, Indiana University  (July 9, 1988) 
 
1989  Member of review panel for the National Science Foundation.  (January 

17-18, 1989) 
 
1989  Organized and chaired program of the ATJ (Association of Teachers of 

Japanese) Seminar at the annual meeting of the Association of Asian 
Scholars.  (March 1989) 

 
1989  Conducted curriculum review for the Japanese Language Program of the 

OTE, US Central Intelligence Agency. (June-August) 
 
 
1989  Chair of Cultural Exchange Seminar for Japanese and American students 

sponsored by Nikkei-Konica, Hyatt-Regency Hotel in Washington, 
August 24, 1989.  

 
1989  Member of the Working Committee, Japanese Language Study Survey, 

National Foreign Language Center   
 
1990  Proposal evaluation for the National Science Foundation 
 
1990  Consultant on Japanese Language Testing for the OTE, US Central 

Intelligence Agency  
 
1990  Conducted research on the Languages of Minorities in Sakhalin, Soviet 

Far Soviet, as part of a joint research project sponsored by the Monbushō 
International Scientific Research Program 

 
1990  Ph.D. thesis committee for J.R.P. King, Linguistics Department, Harvard 

University 
 
1990-93 Consultant to Science Applications International Corporation for Army 

Research Institute contract to develop modular training device for the 
Korean language 

 
1990-93 Member, Editorial Board of International Circle of Korean Linguistics 
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1990-93 Member, Advisory Board, Project on the Preparation of Curricular 
Guidelines for Japanese in the High Schools, National Foreign Language 
Center 

 
1990    Evaluated proposals for the U.S. Department of Education's Title VI 

 East Asian center grants 
 
1991  Participant in February conference entitled “Language in Culture:  Issues 

in the Teaching of Japanese in American High Schools,” sponsored by 
College Board and ETS and held at Stanford University 

 
1991  Evaluation of courses at the Defense Language Institute, Monterey, 

California, February 25-27, for the American Council on Education 
 
1991  Evaluation of courses at Berlitz International for the American Council on 

Education 
 
1991  Participant in panel on the teaching of Chinese and Japanese at the 

Symposium on East Asian Studies, University of Pittsburgh, April 19 
 
1991  Evaluation of courses in Japanese and Korean at the National Security 

Agency, for the American Council on Education 
 
1991  Reader of Fellowship Applications for the Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars 
 
1991  Lectures on the Japanese language for the language schools of the Central 

Intelligence Agency and the Foreign Service Institute (December) 
 
1992  Served as an expert witness on the Korean language at the U.S. District 

Court in Hyattsville, MD (January 7) 
 
1992  Lecture at the Federal Reserve Board:  “The Korean Alphabet: The 

World's Most Advanced Writing System” (May 18) 
 
1992-94 Member, Advisory Board, NEH Basic Chinese Project, National Foreign 

Language Center 
 
1992  Keynote address [in Korean] at the annual meeting of the National 

Association of Korean Schools:  “Mogugo ka omnun ai-dul” (‘Children 
without a native language’)  (August 29) 

 
1992-  Honorary committee member for performances sponsored by the Korean-

American Performing Arts Society, beginning with “Eolleya,” October 30, 
1992, at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
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1992-95 Member, Executive Committee of the Association of Teachers of Japanese 
 
1992-94 President, International Circle of Korean Linguistics   
 
1993  Course evaluation for the American Council on Education and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture.  October 12 
 
1993-  Member, ATJ Task Force on Advanced Language Training 
1994  Participant in Advanced Japanese Teaching Framework Roundtable, 

Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.  February 5 
 
1994  Participant in NFLC conference on college-level Korean language 

teaching   
 
1994-  Member, Tuttle Publishing committee for the administration of the Tuttle 

Grant for Asian Language Publication Research 
 
1994-  Consultant, Korean Foreign Language Textbook Development Project 
 
1994  Review of manuscript, “Hanguk ǔi ŏnŏ,” for State University of New 

York Press 
 
1994  Review of manuscript, “Handbook of Korean Vocabulary,” for University 

of Hawaii Press 
 
1994  Organizer, 9th International Conference on Korean Linguistics, SOAS, 

University of London, July 20-22 
 
1994-  Charter member of the Executive Board, American Association of 

Teachers of Korean 
 
1994-96 Secretary-Treasurer and Liaison Officer, American Association of 

Teachers of Korean 
 
1995  Review of essays for the Korean Information Service, on the occasion of 

the state visit by Kim Young Sam, President of ROK 
 
1995  Keynote address at the 4th Annual Symposium of the Nordic Association 

of Japanese and Korean Studies, September 6 
 
1995  Lecture on Chinese areal linguistics at Aarhus University, Denmark, 

September 7 
 
1995  Lecture on the grammatical structure of East Asian languages for the CIA 

language school, October 25 
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1996  Review of ms., “A Korean Text in the Man’yōshū”, U. of Hawaii              
Press 

 
1996  Keynote address at the Paris International Conference on Hangul and 

Culture, UNESCO headquarters, Paris, France 
 
1997  Asian Studies Review Committee, the University of British Columbia, 

January 20-January 22 
 
1997-2000 Member of the Advisory Board of the Hope Chinese School 
 
1997  Outreach lecture on Korean language and culture, given at (1) training 

session for high school teachers and administrators in Baltimore (October 
17), and (2) training session for high school administrators in Fairfax, VA 
(October 31) 

 
1997  Adviser for the project “Internationalizing the Curriculum at Montgomery 

College” 
 
1998  Scholarship application review for the Ewha Woman’s University 

Alumnae Association of Greater Washington 
 
1998  Tenure and promotion reviews for professors at Rutgers, Indiana, Ohio 

State 
 
1999  Program review, USDA Language School (February 9) 
 
1998-99 Member, NFLC Editorial Board for Korean 
 
1998-05 Member, Advisory Committee for the Hamako Ito Chaplin Award 
 
1999  Course review for the NSA Japanese and Korean language programs, 

conducted for the American Council on Education 
 
1999-  Advisory Board, The Ohio State National Foreign Language Resource 

Center 
 
1999-  Editorial Board, the Journal of the American Association of Teachers of 

Korean  
 
2000-  Member of the Korea Foundation Publication Committee 
 
2000-  Member of the Advisory Board for the Chōsengo Gakuhō   
 
2002-  Overseas Director, The Society of Korean Language and Literature 
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2002- Advisory Committee, International Circle of Korean Linguistics 
 

2004  Promotion review for Professor Hiroshi Nara, University of Pittsburgh 
 
2004  Promotion review for Professor Etsuyo Yuasa, The Ohio State   
  University 
 
2005-  Editorial Advisory Board, Korean Studies  
 
2007  Outreach Lecture: “What is East Asia?” Bradley Hills Presbyterian 

 Church, February 25 
 
2009 Address at the Korean Information Service, Washington, D.C., on the 

history and structure of the Korean alphabet (October 8) 
 
2010  Manuscript evaluations for the Journal of the American Oriental Society 
 
2010- Advisory Council, Korean Special Interest Group (SIG) of the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
 
2017- Director, King Sejong Institute D.C. 
 
University 
1984-86 Chair, the Committee on East Asian Studies 
 
1984-   Member, the Committee on East Asian Studies 
 
1984-89  Member, the Committee on Korean Studies 
 
1986-87 Member, the Search Committee for Dean, College of Arts and Humanities 
 
1987-90 Member, University Senate 
 
1987-  Member, Language House Committee 
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1989   Member, the Selection Committee for Research Fellowships, Research 
Center for Arts and Humanities   

 
1989-90 Co-Chair (with Ed Azar), the steering committee of the Korean Studies 

Project 
 
1989-  Member, Japan Committee 
 
1991-  Member, Executive Committee of the Korea Council 
 
1991-92 Member, Search Committee for Chair, HEALL 
 
1991-93 Member, General Research Board 
 
1992-94 Member, Arts and Humanities Appointments, Promotions, and Tenure 

Committee 
 
1993-94 Chair, Search Committee for position in Japanese pedagogical linguistics, 

HEALL 
 
1993  Chair, Departmental APT Committee 
 
1993-95 Member, University Senate 
 
1995-96 Member, Search Committee for position in Japanese pedagogical 

linguistics, HEALL 
 
1995-96 Member, University Appeals Committee 
 
1996-98 Acting Chair of Department (Appointed July 1) 
 
1997-  Member, Provost’s Task Force on Asian-American Studies 
 
1997-98 Chair, Search Committee for an Assistant Professor of Chinese Language 

and Literature 
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1998  Member, Steering Committee, Asian-American Studies Certificate 
Program 

 
1998-2000 Department Chair 
 
1998-2000 Member, College Park Senate Human Relations Committee 
 
2000  Member, Shirley Scholarship Committee 
 
 
2002-2014  Department Chair  
 
2004  Chair, Arabic Search Committee 
 

2004-05 Chair, Chinese Search Committee 
 
2004-05 Chair, Committee on East Asian Studies 
 
2005  Member, Shirley Scholarship Committee  
 
2005-2008 Director, Center for East Asian Studies  
 
2006-07 Member, Search Committee, Japanese Language & Literature 
 
2007  Chair, Chair Review Committee, Department of Women’s Studies 
 
2007  Member, Chair Review Committee, SLLC 
 
2007  Chair, APT Subcommittee for the promotion case of David Branner to  
  Full Professor 
 
2008  Dissertation committee, Ms. Chun Mina   
 
2009-10 Member, SLLC Salary Committee 
 
2009-  Member, SLLC PCC Committee 
 
2009-10 Chair, Search Committee, Japanese Pre-Modern Literature  
 
2009-10 Chair, Third-year review committee for Michele Mason 
 
2010-11 Member, Search Committee for the Dean of the College of Arts and 

Humanities 
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2011 Dissertation committee, Anthony Law 
 
2011-12 Member, SLLC Salary Committee 
 
2011-12 Chair, Search Committee, Chinese Pre-Modern Literature 
 
2011 President’s Awards Advisory Committee 
 
2012 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation, the 2012 Huazhong University of 

Science and Technology Higher Education Administration Executive 
Training Program, on Faculty Selection, Recruitment and Evaluation (July 
26) 

 
2012 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation, the 2012, Guangdong University 

University of Finance Higher Education Administration Executive 
Training Program, on UMD Faculty HR Policy and Management (August 
8) 

 
2012 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation, the 2012 Southeast University 

Higher Education Administration Executive Training Program, on Faculty 
Selection, Recruitment and Evaluation (August 9) 

 
2012 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation, the 2012 Chongqing University 

Higher Education Administration Executive Training Program, on UMD 
Faculty HR Policy and Management (August 15)  

 
2012 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation, the 2012 Chongqing University 

Higher Education Administration Executive Training Program, on UMD 
Faculty HR Policy and Management (October 17)  

 
2012-13 Chair, APT Committee for Michele Mason 
 
2013 Chair, Third-year Review Committee for Satoko Naito 
 
2013 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation from the Northwest Agriculture 

and Forestry University (NWAFU), on UMD Faculty HR Policy and 
Management (July 25)  

 
2013 Lecture to a visiting Chinese delegation from the Nanjing Population 

College, on UMD Faculty HR Policy and Management (August 8)  
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2013-14 Member, Search Committee, Chinese Regional Cultures and Sinophone 

Studies 
 
2013-14 Member, APT Review Committee for the promotion of Alene Moyer to 

Full Professor 
 
2014 Chair, APT Re-review Committee for Mehl Penrose 
 
2014-16 Co-Chair, SLLC APT Committee 
 
2017-18 Member, Search Committee for a TTP appointment in Japanese literary 

and cultural studies 
 
2019-20 Chair, APT Committee for Associate Professor Minglang Zhou 
 
 
 
I certify that the information contained on this vita is correct. 
 
 
 
Signed:    __________________________ 
 
 
Date:       __________________________ 




